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Welcome to the very first issue of the New and Improved Highlands Happenings!
We’ve updated the format of this monthly newsletter to provide a greater emphasis on
highlighting student work. Rather than reading grade level updates, you will now find samples
of student work from all grade levels, as well as occasional highlights from specials. Not only
does this provide for you a greater window into the work in our classrooms, it also provides
real-world publishing opportunities for our students. We hope you enjoy the new format!
I am also very happy to share information about this year’s school improvement
goals. These goals were formally approved at the September 19 Board of Education
Meeting.
Our first goal involves improved student math performance. In order to achieve this goal,
we have implemented the use of new math resources from the Eureka Math
program. Several grade levels piloted elements of the Eureka Math program last year and
provided important feedback regarding the program’s rigor, alignment with Illinois Learning
standards, and comprehensive resources for students, teachers, and parents. We will
continue to share information about how you can remain informed about math instruction and
how you can provide support at home for math learning.
Our second goal involves personalized learning experiences for all students. As you may
be aware, in the past, elementary students used a mixture of laptops, desktop computers, and
iPads for their learning and work. This year, we have transitioned to the almost exclusive use
of iPads, including implementing a 1:1 student to iPad ratio in fourth grade and a 2:1 ratio in
all other grades. Though personalized learning experiences are by no means limited to the
use of a single tool, we do intend to maximize the appropriate use of these devices, as well as
to implement other personalized learning strategies, to continue ensuring growth for all
students.
Our third goal is in the area of social-emotional learning. We seek to establish a
community in which all students feel a sense of belonging and are capable of resolving peer
conflicts. Our Highlands Family activities are a major part of the action steps related to this
goal. Included in the success criteria for this goal is the overall reduction in student
absences. We ask for your support in ensuring regular school attendance.
We look forward to a great year ahead! As always, please do not hesitate to contact me with
any questions.
Sincerely,
Brian Graber
Principal
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Monthly Events
OCTOBER
6 - Highlands Family
T-Shirt Day!
PTC Variety Show
forms due
PTC Flying High Pizza
Fun Night 7:00-10:00p
9 - Columbus Day,
No School
10 - Teacher’s Institute Day,
No School
11 - Author visit
14 - Second Annual Chili
Cook-Off, Bingo, and
Silent Auction
1:00 - 4:00 p.m. (MS)
17 - PTC Fun Lunch Culver’s Chicken Tenders
PTC Meeting 9:00 a.m.
Variety Show Auditions
3:30 - 6:00 p.m. (MPR)
Board of Education
Meeting 7:00 p.m.
18 - Late Start 9:05 a.m.
Variety Show Auditions
3:30 - 6:00 p.m. (MPR)
20 - End of First Quarter
PTC Ice Cream Day
23 - Start of Red Ribbon
Week (23rd - 27th)
Elementary School Store
30 - Early Childhood Ed.(ECE)
Celebrates Halloween
31 - Early Dismissal 11:45a.m.
Halloween Parade
10:40 a.m.
Halloween Parties
11:00 a.m.
ECE - PM class only
8:30 - 11:00 a.m.

KINDERGARTEN

FIRST GRADE

SECOND GRADE

THIRD GRADE

FOURTH GRADE

TECHNOLOGY

REMINDERS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

ELEMENTARY OFFICE HOURS:
7:30 A.M. - 4:00 P.M.
OFFICE LINE: 579-6886

Halloween Reminder for October 31st
Parents and siblings are welcome to enjoy
the Halloween parade at 10:40 a.m.
Halloween parties are 11:00-11:45 a.m.
Please remember that this is a 1/2 day and
dismissal is 11:45 a.m.
Have a spooky afternoon!

PLEASE CALL IN YOUR STUDENTS ABSENCE
AND HOMEWORK REQUEST BEFORE 10:00 A.M.
ABSENT LINE: 579-6894

Don’t forget to check the lost and found. It’s getting
very full. We also have small items like phones,
glasses, and jewelry in the front office.

Boxtops & Soup Labels
The PTC is still collecting boxtops and
Campbell's soup and participating products'
labels for education. Turn in your clipped
boxtops and labels to your child's homeroom
teacher.

