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Happy March!

Monthly Events

Spring Break is just around the corner! The students and staff of Highlands
have been very busy with special performances, field trips, and grade level
events and activities that provide special learning opportunities for our students.
Though a tremendous amount of learning occurs through traditional classroom
lessons and activities, we recognize the importance of exploration, movement,
and interaction with real-world events and challenges as an essential component
of a well-rounded educational experience. It is often through these special types
of activities that students are able to make lasting and meaningful connections to 3/25 - 3/29 - No School; Spring Break
the content they encounter in their classroom.

March

As we continue to focus our efforts on delivering a rigorous and relevant
curriculum using the Illinois Learning Standards as the foundation, we continue to
explore meaningful ways for students to understand the concepts they are
learning.
We often receive questions about the nature of perceived “new ways” of
learning certain subjects, and in particular, math. There are, unfortunately, many
ways of teaching problem-solving strategies to students that do not result in
conceptual understanding. For example, why do students multiply the “top
numbers” (numerators) with one another and the “bottom
numbers” (denominators) with one another in order to solve a fraction
multiplication problem? What is meant by the step “bring down” when completing
long division? Though it may be considered “efficient” to teach students the
fastest way to arrive at a correct answer, we know that memorizing the steps of
an algorithm is far different than actually understanding the process. For
students to be able to be apply skills universally and in novel situations, it’s
important that they develop a deeper understanding of numbers and operations.
Often we help students develop this understanding by first modeling concrete
examples and working through problems thoroughly and meticulously. Though
this process may initially seem confusing, time-consuming, and perhaps even
unnecessary, we know that when this is done, there is greater meaning attached
to solution steps.

April
4/1 - School Resumes
4/2 - PTC Hot Lunch - Pasta Day
4/3 - Late Start 9:05 a.m.
4/5 - 1st Grade Field Trip 8:50a - 12:00p
Magic School Bus Play
4/8 - Highlands Family T-shirt Day!
National Library Week
4/15 - Elementary School Store
4/16 - PTC Fun Lunch
Jimmy John’s Sub
Board of Education Meeting
7:00 p.m.
4/17 - Late Start 9:05 a.m.

Sometimes this process requires students to solve problems differently than
how you and I were taught. It isn’t a “new math” or a process of busy work that
4/19 - No School - Good Friday
must be endured before the actually learning occurs. Instead, this process leads
to making real and lasting sense of the tried and true methods you and I probably 4/25 - Kindergarten Field Trip
learned when we were in school. If at any point you have a question about the
Theater of W.S. 8:45-11:45 a.m.
purpose or nature of this type of instruction, please do not hesitate to contact the
1st Grade Field Trip
school.
Shedd Aquarium 8:45a-2:00p
Please be sure to check out the various pieces of student work included in this
issue of the Happenings.
As always, thank you for your continued support of your child’s education, and
have a great spring break!
Sincerely,
Brian Graber
Principal

4/26 - PTC Ice Cream Day
ECE Spring Parent Program
PTC Flying High Pizza Fun
Night 7:00-10:00 p.m.

FOURTH GRADE STUDENT WORK

THIRD GRADE STUDENT WORK
Third graders love to express their knowledge in many creative ways!

SECOND GRADE STUDENT WORK

We made Polygon Monsters to practice our knowledge of polygons!

FIRST GRADE STUDENT WORK

KINDERGARTEN STUDENT WORK

ART STUDENT WORK

Boxtops & Soup Labels
The head-to-head competition is still going on
between homerooms. Please bring in your
boxtops.

March 25 - March 29
School Resumes Monday, April 1
ELEMENTARY OFFICE HOURS:
7:45 A.M. - 4:00 P.M.
OFFICE LINE: 579-6886
PLEASE CALL IN YOUR STUDENTS ABSENCE AND
HOMEWORK REQUEST BEFORE 10:00 A.M.
ABSENCE LINE: 579-6894

